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St. Mary’s County,
Maryland

• 357 square miles
• 113,000 residents
• 80% farmland & open 

space
• 3 town centers
• 1 very large navy base 



•14 zones

•98 use 
definitions



Prince George’s County, Maryland

• 498 square miles
• 908,000 residents
• Borders Washington, DC
• Median income in top 4% of 

all counties
• 15 metrorail stations
• Urban, suburban and rural
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• 73 zones

• 900 use 
definitions

• 1,200-page 
zoning 
ordinance

• 21 “mini-codes”



Prince George’s County
Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations Rewrite

The Maryland – National Capital Park & Planning CommissionJanuary 16, 2018
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Integrate
Text, Tables and Graphics
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Explain
Procedures with Flowcharts

Public Hearings Zoning Map Amendments



Less is more . . . or at least easier
Old Code New Code
73 zones

900 use definitions

1,200 pages

21 small area
“mini-codes”

43 zones

250 use definitions

627 pages

Zero small area 
“mini-codes”



Development Standards

The layout, form, and general quality of 
development on a site.
1. Lot width 
2. Front yard depth
3. Side yard depth
4. Rear yard depth
5. Principal structure height
6. Side yard depth (corner lots)
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TOD and Town Center Zones



• Applies to single tenant 
buildings over 75,000 sf that 
devote 60% of space to retail 
sales

• Standards address:
• Building entrances
• Façades
• Roofs
• Windows and doors
• Location of parking 

Large Retail Development Standards
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Green Development Standards (point system)



How do 
you remap 
an entire 
jurisdiction 
quickly?





Useful web sites

http://zoningpgc.pgplanning.com/

http://montgomeryplanning.org/
development/zoning/

www.plainlanguage.gov

http://zoningpgc.pgplanning.com/zoning-academy/

http://zoningpgc.pgplanning.com/
http://www.plainlanguage.gov/
http://zoningpgc.pgplanning.com/zoning-academy/
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